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SECONDARYENGLISHNOTES

FORM ONE

LISTENINGANDSPEAKINGFORFORM ONE

PRONUNCIATION

PRONUNCIATIONOFVOWELSOUNDS

InEnglish,wehavevariousvowelsounds.Weshallstudythem oneaftertheother.

Sound/ᴂ/

Considertheletter‘a’inthewordsbelow.Eachsaysthissound.

 Pan

 Fan

 Ban

 Brash

 Cat

 Pat

 Dad

 Ham

 Mat

 Rash

 Track

 Cram

 Fanned

 Flash

 Pack

 Rag

 Sand

 Slam

 Tag

 Man

Sound/ʒ˸/

 Thissoundismorelikethesoundyoumakewhenyouaredisgusted.

 Thelettersinboldfacesaythissound.Studythem carefully.

 Bird

 Shirt

 Flirt

 Turn

 Learn

 First

 Berth

 Her

 Heard

 Hurt

 Purse

 Birth

 Cur

 Fur

 Firm

 Herd

 Burn

 Curt

 Pert

 Stir

 Blur

 Shirk

 Surge

Sound/a:/

 Itispronouncedbyhavingamuchwideropenmouthposition.
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 Insideyourmouthisshownintheprocessofsayingthissound.

 Examplesofwordsbearingthissoundinclude:

 Far

 Farm

 Guard

 Heart

 Hard

 Bar

 Bard

 Cart

 Car

 Dart

 Card

 Par

Sound/ə/

 Thissound(referredtoasschwa)isashortvowelsound.

 Itmostlyfoundinwordscontainingletter‘o’,forexample,

 Confuse

 Contemptuou

s

 Continue

 Condolence

 Alsoinwordssuchas:

Business

Sound/Ʌ/

Examplesofwordscontainingthissoundinclude:

 Sun

 Son

 Some

 Pun

 Fun

 Cum

 Cup

 But

 Much

 Begun

 Fun

 Sung

 Swum

 Bug

 Bunk

 Brush

 Hum

 Rung

 Truck

 Stunned

 Drum

 Dumb

 Fund

Sound/ɔ˸/

 Itisalongsound.

 Themouthdoesn’tmovewhilesayingthissound,anditcanbepronouncedaslongasyou

havebreath.
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 Itissaidinwordssuchas:

 Or

 More

 Chores

 Dorm

 Pork

 Door

 Four

 Fore

 Nor

 Law

 Cord

 Form

 Horn

 Lord

 Saw

 Shore

 Chalk

 Jaw

 Scorn

Sound/ɒ/

 Itisashortsound.

 Themouthdoesn’tmove.

 Eachofthewordsbelowbearthissound:

 Got

 On

 Cost

 Lost

 Odd

 Boss

 Stock

 Plot

 Block

 Cock

 Cop

 Mop

 Rod

 Sock

 Shot

 Pot

 Blot

 Crock

 Frog

 Swat

 Swatch

Sound/ʋ/

bosom

Sound/I:/

 Longsound

 Saidinwordssuchastheonesbelow:

 Sheep

 Feet

 Meat

 Tweetetc.
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Sound/ɪ/

Itisashortsound.

Inwordssuchas:

 Fit

 Bit

 Quit

 Blipetc.

Exercise

Thetablebelowhascolumnswithdifferentsounds.Pronounceeachofthewordsinthelist

andclassify,accordingtothehighlightedletter(s),underthecolumnthatbearsthatsound.

Chip

Jeep

Creek

Wet

Greased

Teal

Hill

Sit

Still

Blip

Fill

Bed

cheat

blink

thrill

jet

/i:/ /ɪ/ /e/

PRONUNCIATIONOFCONSONANTSOUNDS
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Thesound/tʃ/

 Madebyreleasingthestoppedairthroughyourteethbythètipofyourtongue.

 Itisvoicelessbecausevocalcordsdonotvibratewhenyousayit.

 Mostwordswithletters‘CH’saythissound,forexample,

Church

Chips

Teach

Pinch

Crunch

Much

 Therearethosewithletters‘TCH’forexample,

Catch

Watch

Batch

Itch

Kitchen

witch

 Somearewithletters‘TU’,forexample,

Century

Spatula

TheSound/d /ʒ

 Pronouncedthesamewayas/tʃ/.Itisjustthatitisvoiced.

 Lettersrepresentingthissoundinclude:

(a)Letters‘DG’

 Fudge  Budge  Bridge  Judge

(b)Letter‘J’

 Judge

 Jump

 Joy

 Joke

 Eject

 July

 Jake

 Project

(c)Letters‘DU’

 Procedure  Graduate  Individual

(d)Whenletter‘Grepresentsthesound

Itdoesthatwhenitisinfrontofan‘e’,‘i’,or‘y’

(i) Letters‘GE’,forexample,

 Agent  Germ  Gem  Budget
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 Gel

 Angel

 Danger

 Emergency

 Gentle

 Bilge

 Urgent

 Knowledge

 Large

 Singe

 Enlarge

 Challenge

 Ridge

 Emerge

(ii) Letters‘GI’,forexample,

 Agile

 Allergic

 Apologize

 Contagious

 Gist

 Digitize

 Eligible

 Giraffe

 Engineer

 Fragile

 Fugitive

 Legion

 Original

 Vigilant



(iii) Letters‘GY’,forexample,

 Allergy

 Clergy

 Egypt

 Analogy

 Zoology

 Stingy

 Gym

 Liturgy

 Panegyric

TheSound/f/

 Thesoundisunvoicedorvoiceless.

 Airisstoppedbypushingthebottom lipandtopteethtogether.Theairisthenpushed

throughtoproducethissound.

 The/f/soundhasthefollowingletterssayingit:

(a)Letter‘F’

 Four

 Wife

 Knife

 Life

 Family

 Staff

 Puff

 Five

(b)Letters‘PH’
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 Phone

 Graph

 Paragraph

 Phrase

() Letters‘GH’

 Cough

 Rough

 Laugh

 Enough

 Tough

 Draught

TheSound/v/

 Thesamemouthshapeas/f/isformedwhenpronouncingthesound/v/.

 Itisvoiced.

 Yourtopteethisputonyourbottom lip.

 Wordsbearingthissoundinclude:

 Van

 Vehicle

 Vice

 Unvoiced

 Voice

 Obvious

 Previous

 Drive

 Save

 Jovial

 Virtue

 Care

 Wolves

 Knives

TheSound/d/

 /d/isvoiced.Thevocalcordsvibrate.

 Thelowofairisstoppedatthefrontofthemouthbytongue.

 Practicespeakingthewordsbelow:

 Dad

 Do

 Did

 Dog

 Mad

 Sad

 Bad

 Done

 Loud

 And

Sound/t/
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 Tomakethissound,yourtonguestopstheflowofairatthefrontofyourmouth.

 Itisavoiceless/unvoicedsound.

 Itsaidinwordslike:

 To

 Top

 Get

 Hot

 Pot

 Butter

 Later

 What

 Today

 Tuesday

Thesound/k/

Therearevariouslettersthatsaythesound/k/.let’sstudytheseletters.

 Letter‘K’alwayssaythissound.Examplesofwordsinclude:

 Kill

 Key

 Kick

 Sake

 Kitten

 Keep

 Letter‘C’,forexample,

 Call

 Corn

 Cane

 Campaign

 Camp

 Confusion

 Cucumber
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 Colicetc.

 Letters‘CK’forexample

 Kick

 Mock

 Truck

 Backetc.

 Letter‘Q’forexample,

 Quack

 Quail

 Quartz

 Quarter

 Quick

 Letters‘CH’,forexample,

 Chaotic

 Character

 Ache

TheSound/g/

Foundinwordssuchas:

 Galaxy

 Game

 Gate

 Gibbon

 Give

 Goat

 Gazelle

 Gecko

 Gold

 Gown

 Girl

 Ghost

 Geyser

 Garbage

TheSound/ʃ/

 Thissoundisunvoiced–onlyairpassesthroughthemouthwhensaid.

9



duncanomondi227@gmail.comPage10

 Theteethareputtogetherandthecornersofthelipsarebroughttogethertowardsthe

middle.

 Mostwordswithletters‘sh’thissound.Forexample,

Shape Shop bishop

 Therearewordswithletters‘CH’thatsaythissound,forexample,

Brochure

Cache

Cachet

Chagrin

Champagne

Charade

Chute

Chef

Chiffon

Niche

Ricochet

Charlotte

Chicago

Michigan

Chevrolet

Fuchsia

Cliché

Chivalry

Quiche

chaise

 Somewordswith‘SU’alsosayit,forexample,

Sugar

Surmac

Sure

Issue

Pressure

 Thereareyetthosewithletters‘TIO’,forexample,

Nation

Motion

Option

Caution

 Thentherearethosewithletters‘SIO’,forexample,

Submission Commission Confession

Sound/θ/

 Pronouncedwithyourtonguebetweenyourteeth.

 Itisunvoiced.

 Thewordsbearingthissoundinclude:

 Mouth

 Thing

 Faith

 Fourth

 Thick

 Think

 Three

 Thought

 Tenth

 Math

 Myth

 Thumb
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 Youth

 Thrive

 Growth

 North

 Truth

 Pith

 Thank

 Thorn

 Thimble

 Three

 Theme

 Therapist

 Thigh

 Thickness

Sound/ð/

 Unlike/θ/,itisvoiced.

 Italsopronouncedwithtonguetouchingorbetweenyourteeth.

 Itisfoundinsuchwordsas:

 With

 There

 Clothing

 These

 Thence

 Then

 Their

 they

Sound/s/

 Thisisahissingsoundlikeasnake.

 Itisvoiceless.

 Thefewrulesforsomeofthecommonspellingsthatsaythesound/s/are:

(a)Letter‘S’,forexample,

Sit

Wise

Dogs

Say

Sad

Sound

Boss

This

Lips

Misty

Sunday

(b)Letter‘SC’,forexample,

Muscle Descend Science Scream

(c)Letter‘X’,forexample,

Fix Fox Next Mix

(d)Letter‘C’,forexample,

Face Practice City
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Circle Fence License

Sound/z/

 The/z/islikethesoundofbuzzingbees.

 Itisvoiced.

 Mostwordswiththeletter‘Z’say/z/,forexample,

 Zoo

 Zip

 Zebra

 Quiz

 Buzz

 Freeze

 Doze

 prize

 Therearethosewordswithletter‘S’sayingthissound,forexample,

 Is

 Was

 His

 Hers

 Nose

 Noise

 Noises

 Rose

 Roses

 Frogs

 Girls

 Friends

 Lies

 Busy

 Tuesday

 Wednesda

y

 Sounds

 Pose

 Reason

 Rise

 Eyes

 These

 Days

 Says

 Ties

 Has

 Flows

 Because

 Shoes

 Visit

 Those

 Bananas

 cows

 Theothergroupofwordsarethosewithletter‘X’,forexample,

Exist,anxiety

Sound/ɜ/

 Wordsbearingthissoundareborrowedfrom French.

 Pronouncedinthesamewayas/ʃ/onlythatisvoiced.

 Theexamplesofwordswiththissoundare:

Garage

Beige

Massage

Sabotage

Genre

Measure

Treasure

Closure

Seizure

Leisure

Persian

Conclusion
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Casual

Casually

Usual

Usually

Amnesia

Collision

Division

Version

Television

Exposure

Occasion

Persuasion

Cashmere

Asia

Visual

Vision

Lesion

Decision

Caucasian

Practiceinsentences

(a)Measurethebeigedooronthegarage.

(b)ItwasmydecisiontoflytoAsiatoseektreisure.

Sound/r/

 Raisethebackofyourtonguetoslightlytouchthebackteethonbothsidesofyourmouth.

Thecentrepartofthetongueremainslowertoallowairtomoveoverit.

 Itisvoiced.

 Itisfoundinwordswithletter‘R’e.g.

 Red

 Friday

 Worry

 Sorry

 Marry

 Itisalsosaidinwordswithletters‘WR’e.g.

 Write

 Wrong

 Wrath

 Wry

 Wring

Sound/w/

 Yourlipsform asmall,tightcirclewhenmakingthesound/w/.
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 Lettersrepresentingthe/w/soundare:

 Letter‘W’

Woman

Wife

New

Sweet

Win

Rewind

Towel

Wait

 LettersWH

Why

Where

When

While

What

White

Whom

Who

Whole

 Letters‘QU’

Quit

Quick

Quite

Quiet

Queer

Queen

Quota

Quickly

 Others

One

Choir

Sound/m/

 Madebypressingthelipslightly.

 Thewordsthatfollowcontainthesound:

 Mum

 Mine

 Me

 Morning

 Farmer

 Shame

 Meat

 Myself

Exercise1

Readthesentencebelowpronouncingeachwordcorrectlyandthengroupthewordsintheir

appropriatecolumns.Considerthehighlightedletters.

Thesevenstudentstookthefirsttestfortheirdriver’slicencesonThursday.

/s/ /z/
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Exercise2

Consideringthepronunciationofhighlightedletters,picktheoddwordout.

(a)Judge,gesture,garage

(b)Jump,gift,geological

(c)Fungi,just,go

(d)Digit,game,gamble

(e)Hygiene,prodigy,entangle

(f)Gecko,gem,zoology

Exercise3

Pronounceeachwordcorrectlyandthengroupitunderthecolumncontainingthesoundthat

thehighlightedletter(s)bear.

Tissue

Caucasian

Division

Passion

Ocean

Cautious

Leisure

Solution

Pressure

Vision

Persian

Casual

Chef

Conclusion

Television

Decision

Collision

Sure

Precious

Exposure

/ʃ/ /ʒ/
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Exercise4

Circletheletter(s)thatsay/f/andunderlinethosesaying/v/inthesentencesbelow.

(a)Pleaseforgivemeforforgettingtheleftoverfood.

(b)Savethefourwolvesthatliveinthecave.

DIPHTHONGS

 Adiphthongisacombinationoftwovowelsounds.
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 Someofthediphthongsinclude:

 /əʋ /

 /aᴜ /

 /eɪ /

/əʋ /

Inwordslike;

 Role

 Bone

 Phone

 Stone

 Close

 Note

 Notice

 Lonely

 Home

 Hope

 Open

 Ocean

 Remote

 Solar

 Polar

 Modal

 Total

 Motor

 Moment

 Bonus

 Focus

 Vogue

 Social

 Soldier

 Coworke

r

 Most

 Post

 Host

 Ghost

 Both

 Low

 Know

 Mow

 Sow

 Show

 Tow

 Owe

 Own

 Bowl

 Blow

 Grown

 Throw

 Go

 Ago

 No

 So

 Toe

 Hero

 Zero

 Veto

 Ego

 Echo

 Radio

 Studio

 Mexico

 Potato

 Tomato

 Logo

 Motto

 Cold

 Gold

 Bold

 Sold

 Told

 Roll

 Poll

 Control

 Bolt

 Colt

 Folk

 Comb

 Won’t

 Don’t

 Soul

 Shoulder

 Road

 Load

 Boat

 Coast

 Coat

 Oak

 Soak

 Approac

h

 Boast

 Ok

 Obey

 Omit

 Hotel

 Motel
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/a /ᴜ

Saidinwordssuchas:

 How

 Cow

 Now

 Allow

 Owl

 Brown

 Down

 Town

 Clown

 Drown

 Crown

 Crowd

 Powder

 Browse

 Loud

 Proud

 Cloud

 Out

 Shout

 About

 Doubt

 Foul

 Noun

 House

 Mouse

 Mouth

 South

 Couch

 Found

 Ground

 Around

 Pound

 Sound

 Count

 Amount

 Mountain

 Announc

e

 Bounce

 Allowing

 Towel

 Bowel

 Power

 Tower

 Flower

 Shower

 Hour

au)Our

av)Sour

 Flour

 coward

/eɪ /

Thewordscontainingthisdiphthongare:

 wait

 late

 bait

 date

 tale

 bail

 bale

 sale

 gate

 waste

 wade

 baby

 bacon

 paper

 April

 Danger

 Angel

 Stranger

 Basis

 Lazy

 Crazy

 Fail

 Mail

 Sail

 Rail

 Raise

 Raid

 Afraid

 Wait

 Straight

 Faint

 Paint

 Fate

 Rate

 Kate

 Race

 Base

 Place

 Lake

 Take
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 Name

 Ache

 Rage

 Patient

 Racial

 Nation

 Nature

 Fatal

 Patriot

 Radio

 Vacant

 Weight

 Eight

 Vein

 Neighbo

ur

 Break

 Steak

 Age

 Wage

 Save

 Cave

 Wave

 Ray

 Gray

 Play

 Lay

 Day

 May

 Pray

 Convey

 Survey

 Stain

 Change

etc.

Exercise

Writeanotherwordpronouncedthesamewayas:

a)Gait

b)Made

c) Mail

d)Pale

e) Pain

f) Plain

g)Sale

h)Tale

i) Vain

j) Waist

k) Wait

l) Eight

m)Sew

n)No

o)Toe

p)Grown

MINIMALPAIRS

Studythepairsofwordsbelowcarefully.

Fit–feet

Let–late

Van–fan
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Pun–pan

 Whatdoyounotice?Yourealizethatonlyonesoundmakesthepronunciationofoneword

distinctfrom theother.Eachpairiscalledaminimalpair.

 Aminimalpairisthereforeapairofwordsthatvarybyonlyonesoundespeciallythosethat

usuallyconfuselearners,suchas/l/and/r/,/b/and/p/,andmanyothers.

MinimalPairsofVowelSounds

Sound/i/and/i:/

1.Bid–bead

2.Bit–beat

3.Bitch–beach

4.Bin–bean/been

5.Chip–cheap

6.Fit–feat/feet

7.Fist–feast

8.Fizz–fees

9.Gin–gene

10.Sin–seen/scene

11.Still–steal/steel

12.Sick–seek

13.Is–ease

14.Itch–each

15.Risen–reason

16.Piss–piece/peace

17.Pick–peak/peek

18.Mill–meal

Exercise

Writeanotherwordinwhicheithersound/i/and/i:/willmakeitvaryfrom theonegiven.

(a)Hit

(b)Sheet

(c)Tin

(d)Peach

(e)Lip

(f)Neat

(g)Kip

(h)Eel

(i)Greed

(j)Pill

(k)Skied

(l)Skim

Sounds/i/and/e/

1.Did–dead

2.Disk–desk

3.Built–belt

4.Bit–bet

5.Lipped–leapt

6.Middle–meddle

7.Fill–fell

8.Bid–bed

9.Bill–bell

10.Lit–let
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